
Application for Notre Dame Nomination for the 
2014 Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship 

 
 

Save this application as an attachment and email it, along with your two-page research essay 
in a separate document, to Lori Goffeney at goffeney.1@nd.edu, and please use the subject 
line: [Last Name, First Name] – Goldwater Application]. 
 
You can type your answers in this document, but please try to make them fit in the spaces 
allotted (and note the character limits for each answer). It might be helpful to compose your 
answers in a Word document so you can obtain character counts and then copy and paste 
them into the PDF. 
 
The application, essay, and three letters of recommendation must be received by 4:30 p.m. 
on Monday, December 2, 2013. 
 
If you have any questions about the application and/or would like to receive feedback on 
your material, please contact Dr. Jeffrey Thibert, Assistant Director of National Fellowships 
in CUSE, at jthibert@nd.edu.  
 
(NOTE: By submitting this application, you are indicating agreement for the Notre Dame 
Goldwater Nomination Committee to obtain an unofficial transcript for you.) 
 
 
Name: 
 
 
Campus Address: 
 
 
State of Legal Residence: 
 
 
Major(s): 
 
 
Year (sophomore or junior): 
 
 
Graduate degree you plan to obtain (PhD or MD/PhD): 
 
 
Citizenship (Must be U.S. citizen or permanent resident): 
 
  

mailto:goffeney.1@nd.edu
mailto:jthibert@nd.edu


Career Goals 
(a) In one or two sentences, describe your career goals (150 characters maximum, including spaces): 
 
 
 
 
(b) Describe your career goals in more detail (450 characters maximum, including spaces): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Awards, Honors, Scholarships 
(c) List any awards, honors, and/or scholarships that you have received (1000 characters maximum, 
including spaces): 
 
  



Programs and Activities 
 
Research Activities 
List past and present research activities associated with your interests in mathematics, science, or 
engineering in which you regularly participate. Explain the duration, degree, and significance of your 
involvement, including what responsibilities you had in the project. In the absence of formal 
research experience, describe briefly any other skills or accomplishments, i.e., posters, presentations, 
publications, etc., significant and relevant to this application. (3500 characters maximum, including 
spaces) 
 
  



Other Activities 
List activities in which you have participated at your school, such as clubs, publications, debating, 
dramatics, music, art, and student government. List in order of importance to you using the 
columnar format given below. (2,000 characters maximum, including spaces) 
 
College Activity   Dates Participated   Offices Held 
 
  



Professional Aspirations 
What are your professional aspirations? Indicate which area(s) of mathematics, science, or 
engineering you are considering making your career and specify how your current academic program 
and your overall educational plans will assist you in achieving this goal. (1,000 characters maximum, 
including spaces) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motivation for Research Career in Math, Science, or Engineering 
Describe an activity or experience that has been important in clarifying or strengthening your 
motivation for a research career in science, mathematics, or engineering. (1,000 characters maximum, 
including spaces) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Personal Information 
Goldwater Scholars will be representative of the diverse economic, ethnic, and occupational 
backgrounds of families in the United States. Describe any characteristics or other personal 
information about yourself or your family that you wish to share with the selection committee. (700 
characters maximum, including spaces) 
  



Essay 
On two single-sided pages, in no more than 11-point Times New Roman font, please complete an 
essay according to the following instructions. Please compose this essay in a separate Word 
document and attach it separately to your application submission email. 
 
“Your essay should discuss a significant issue or problem in your field of study that is of particular 
interest to you.  Your essay must include a description of the issue or problem, discuss an idea for 
research that could have significant impact on the issue or problem, describe an aspect of the 
research in which you would be involved, and explain the relevance of the issue or problem to you 
as a mathematician, scientist, or engineer.  The content and style of your essay will be important to 
the success of your scholarship application.  Assume that your reader is knowledgeable in 
mathematics, science, and engineering, and will have the expertise to read, review, and understand 
the complexities of your field of specialty.  If your essay involves research in which you are or were 
involved, please indicate if you are or were the sole researcher or if you collaborated with another 
individual.  
 
Include a bibliography, references, or illustrations, when appropriate, as part of the essay, which will 
be included in your two pages.” 
 
It is typically best to discuss research that you have already carried out or are currently performing, 
so that you can discuss it in sufficient detail. However, you can also discuss research that you would 
like to do in the future, perhaps in graduate school. In either case, make sure that you are clear what 
your role in the research was/is/will be. 
 
 
  



Recommendations 
Please ask three faculty members and/or research mentors to submit letters of recommendation on 
your behalf to Lori Goffeney at goffeney.1@nd.edu by the deadline. 
 
Please provide the following information to your recommenders: 
 
----- 
 
The letters of recommendation are often decisive in the Goldwater Scholarship application process. 
If possible, please print your letter on letterhead, sign it, scan it, and email it to Lori Goffeney 
(goffeney.1@nd.edu) as a PDF. 
 
The deadline for the letter is Thursday, November 21, at 4:30pm. 
 
Letters of recommendation should evaluate the applicant's: 

• Personal characteristics 
• Motivation 
• Potential for a research career in mathematics, the natural sciences, or engineering 

 
As you evaluate these points, your evaluation should address: 

• Criteria on which you base your judgments 
• How the applicant meets your criteria 

 
Additionally, please provide specific examples of the applicant's performance and any particular 
incidents that illustrate the applicant's maturity, initiative, and potential. 
 
If you have any questions about the letters of recommendation, please contact Dr. Jeffrey Thibert, 
Assistant Director of National Fellowships in the Center for Undergraduate Scholarly Engagement 
(CUSE) at the University of Notre Dame, at jthibert@nd.edu. 
 
----- 
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