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On July 4th, headlines around the world heralded a major breakthrough coming out of the CMS and 
ATLAS experiments at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) located at the CERN lab in Geneva, Switzerland.  
The search for the elusive Higgs boson—known as the God Particle 
in the popular media—had yielded the discovery of a new particle.  
Although the headlines clearly capture the importance of this 
discovery, looking deeper raises many questions:  

• What is the Higgs boson, and what role does it play in our 
understanding of the universe?  
• Does this discovery really bring to a close more than three 
decades of Higgs hunting, or does it point in the direction of 
something entirely new and perhaps unexpected? 
• Are there any hints about where science will be headed next?  

Join us as we go beyond the headlines, taking a closer look at the 
Higgs discovery and also the various ways Notre Dame researchers 
have contributed to this effort.
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