
Lynch Lecture Series & Edison Lecture Fund

MONDAY, MARCH 18

THE BOY WHO HARNESSED THE WIND
Creating Currents of Electricity and Hope

by William Kamkwamba

NOTRE DAME CONFERENCE CENTER

7:00 P.M.

Book signing & reception will follow

The event is free and open to the public. Parking is 
available in the visitors lot located south of Legends.

William Kamkwamba

William Kamkwamba is a Malawian inventor, author and student. After being 
forced to drop out of school because his family could not afford tuition he  
regularly visited his village’s library. There, he found the book Using Energy and 
discovered a picture and explanation of windmills. He gained fame in his coun-
try when, in 2002, he built a windmill to power a few electrical appliances in his 
family’s house using parts collected in a local scrapyard. Since then, he has built 
a solar-powered water pump that supplies the first drinking water in his village.

His story is told in The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating Currents of  
Electricity and Hope, published in 2009.  Kamkwamba is one of four recipients 
of the 2010 GO Ingenuity Award, a prize awarded to inventors, artists, and  
makers to promote the sharing of their innovations and skills with marginalized 
youth in developing nations.

Currently, he is a student at Dartmouth College, Class of 2014.

Sponsored by the cSEND Energy Lecture Series, the Center for Social Concerns,  

the Reilly Center, the College of Arts and Letters, and the Office of Sustainability. 

This event is organized in partnership with Malawi Matters.

The ABEGHHK’tH Resolution
S. James Gates, Jr., Ph.D.

2011 National Medal of Science Recipient

MONDAY, APRIL 29, 7:00 PM

JORDAN HALL OF SCIENCE

ROOM 101

Reception to follow in the Galleria

Open to the public

The observation by CERN, the European Organization 
for Nuclear Research, of the Higgs boson was hailed as 
one of the most significant scientific events of recent 
times. What is the Higgs boson, why is it so important, 
and what does the observation of this particle mean for 
our understanding of the universe? These questions and 
more will be addressed in this lecture.

This lecture is also sponsored by the Department of Physics, Society of Physics Students,
and Multicultural Students Programs and Services. 
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Lynch Lecture Series

S. James Gates, Jr., Ph.D.
University System of Maryland Regents Professor, John S. Toll Professor of Physics,
and Center for String & Particle Theory Director


